
 
Making a judgement 

By Simon Keen 
 
When we look at an object and its design we each view it differently. I have had my 
work judged in national competitions and exhibitions. Only on one occasion have I 
felt the judge to be 100% wrong in his assessment. The piece in question was my 
Tap and Die set I was told that it was not artistic. Judging should be about the total 
package the balance of the object, the quality of finish, and the degree of difficulty if 
it is a piece to be used in a practical sense is it fit for purpose, is it safe to handle? 
First impressions are important. Each one of us will put our own interpretation on 
what we see, or read, take time to pause. Find out if there is a criteria that had to be 
followed, step back and look at the object from a different view point. When you are 
judging something that is not your own work whether you like what you see is not 
important, the question is. Is it any good? 
With some of the pieces that have been returned to me I have had a written criticism 
study. These they can be a tool to aid refinement in future projects. 
I recall some years ago, the club had been invited to put on an exhibition of work for 
the “Homes and Living Show at Shepton Mallet. Julie Heryet and I had set up the 
stand and it was as near perfect as we could get. We were waiting for one last piece 
to arrive the owner was late When he did arrive he promptly started criticizing the lay 
out insisting his work should be centre stage. Always one to avoid an argument I 
slowly walked away. When I returned the stand had been re arranged. Julie promptly 
gave me a severe ticking off for leaving her on her own to be harranged over the 
stand design 
With the member in question on his way home knowing he had saved the day I 
quietly explained that if she felt the new lay out was now wrong we could set it out to 
her design Within a few minutes things were re arranged and the standard Avon and 
Bristol is recognised for in both quality of work and presentation had been restored. 
Now everybody was happy. 
The moral of this story is, if one person is critical of your work it is a difference 
of opinion, if everyone is critical then you have to think again. 
 

You'd like your design to have a main focal point to catch the eye and then, with 
the wood's grain, colour, finish, other shapes and details, lead it around the piece in 
a comfortable way before returning to the main focal point to begin again. This 
will hold the viewers interest - something a good design does well. Artists and 
architects use this "trick" all the time to catch and hold a viewer's interest 

The goal is to attract the viewer's attention and then draw the eye around the piece 
along a smooth and comfortable path which ends back at the beginning. Though 
the examples below you black, gray and white, a similar effect can be done with 
contrasting colours or contrasting grain types. 


