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Covid-19 
   

Workshops 
   

 

Welcome to this first 

Newsletter from Galloway 

Woodturners, which was 

born out of the current 

crisis. 

As the club cannot meet in 

the workshop, all classes 

are cancelled and we are 

all in social isolation does 

not mean that we cannot 

continue to turn, but we 

miss the social aspect of 

club meetings, Turning 

Tuesdays and Wednesdays 

plus the demonstrations 

and masterclasses.  

Through this newsletter I 

hope to keep us active 

and interested, as well as 

away from the other 

people in our households 

who are not used to being 

in our delightful company 

for such long periods of 

time. 

The problem with a 

‘Newsletter’ is that there is 

no ‘news’ from the club 

itself, but there is lots 

happening among our 

members and  that is 

newsworthy. I have already 

seen some excellent work 

which members would not 

normally share with us, so 

this newsletter will be a 

marvelous way for us to get 

to know each other better, 

and we will be an even 

better club when we get 

back to the workshop.   

Now having mentioned 

Covid-19 at the start, it is 

my intention never to 

mention it again, here or in 

subsequent newsletters. 

Presumably we all have 

workshops, either specially 

for woodturning or where a 

section has been set aside 

for a lathe. Some members 

of woodturning clubs have 

neither lathe or workshop 

because they live in a flat, 

bedsit, are homeless, or 

keep their interest in 

woodturning a secret, and 

for those reasons come to 

our monthly meetings and 

use our lathes on Tuesdays 

or Wednesdays. 

Over the past couple of 

weeks I have encouraged 

members to post videos of 

their workshops on 

Facebook and we have 

had two very interesting 

workshops so far, at 

opposite ends of the scale; 

one an absolute tip (mine) 

where it is amazing 

anything gets done 

because of all the tottering 

piles of wood and tools that 

threaten to bury anyone 

inside. The other one is so 

super tidy and well 

organized it is hard to 

believe anything gets done 

because there is no 

evidence of a speck of 

dust never mind shavings. 

Slovenly or OCD, what 

works for you is good. 

Once, when I was in 

Germany, my friend took 

me to two workshops, both 

produced the most 

beautiful work, one had no 

wood at all as the worker 

went out and bought the 

one piece he was going to 

work on, the other worker 

had what appeared to be 

a 8 foot pile of shavings 

and sawdust, underneath 

was 3 tons of blanks. 
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Workshop 
   

Tools 
   

Tools 2 
   

 

Ok, so we have a 

workshop, now we need to 

fill it with tools. A lathe to 

start with, then lots of lovely 

shiny tools with wooden 

handles, or metal ones, 

some will be red others blue 

or black others just natural. 

The question is – do we 

need so many? or them to 

be shiny new ones? or have 

a particular name on 

them? or be sharpened a 

certain way? 

Over the next few 

newsletters I hope to 

explore this further, and ask 

you to contribute your 

outrage or praise relating 

to certain tools or their use. 

Let me know what tools 

you use all the time, and 

what expensive thing sits 

against the wall doing 

nothing. We have all 

bought something because 

the advertising turned our 

heads or we saw someone 

using it and thought “If I 

had one of those, I could 

do that”. 

Woodturning tools can be 

bought in sets of five or six. 

As a beginner I would 

recommend that you buy a 

set, it will have everything 

you need for the first two 

years at least. Learn to 

sharpen these. You will 

make a mess of them 

sometimes, but they will last 

at least two years (even the 

cheap ones) After two 

years you may have 

learned that you don’t 

need more than 6 tools. 

While working abroad I saw 

something I had never seen 

in the UK, the bin lorry 

stopped in a layby and the 

workers got out and 

cleaned the lorry with 

polish, buckets, cloths and 

brushes, and the same day 

the office cleaner using 

furniture polish to clean her 

vacuum cleaner and 

bucket. Looking after our kit 

is just as important as using 

our kit, so sharpen, oil, 

clean and repair all tools, 

they will be a pleasure to 

use and serve you better. 

Rather than buying a new 

tool to replace the old one 

consider a new handle, or 

to reprofile the cutting 

edge. 

Often you can tell a 

person’s personality from 

their home – what art they 

have on the walls, what 

books they have on the 

shelves, how big their 

kitchens are etc. I wonder if 

you can tell a person’s 

personality from their 

workshop? A person with 

three lathes may not be 

more dedicated than a 

person with one, it might 

just be that one is striving 

for perfection of one 

particular item whereas the 

other likes to make a larger 

variety of items, or striving 

for perfection of one 

particular product that is 

assembled from a large 

variety of different parts or 

processes. 

Our members tend to be 

spindle turners or bowl 

turners, and immediately 

that means that your 

choice of lathe might lean 

towards one lathe or 

another. It also means that 

your set of tools will lean in 

that direction.  

Colouring and finishing also 

can determine what 

equipment we have and 

how the workshop is set 

out. Do you have a spray 

booth, or a fireproof 

cabinet for all the paints, 

dyes and solvents. 

Have a look at your own 

workshop and see what it 

says about you. You may 

be surprised. 
Rules for woodturning 

tools. 

1. Sharpen your tool 

before using it for the first 

time. 

2. Sharpen your tool 

before it goes blunt. 

3. When your turning is not 

going well, blame the tool 

– sharpen it. 
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Badge snobbery 
  

 

 

Ashley Isles, Robert Sorbey, Record, Crown, Axminster … the list goes on. Some tools are made by one manufactures and sold 

by another under their own name, so you could buy essentially the same tool under two names, so it amuses me to see two 

woodturners argue about which is the best tool when in fact they are both using the same tool, and both are happy with it. 

 

 

 

My current favorite tool is the Colwin Way Skew chisel, sold by Axminster, and made by Crown. What is your favorite tool? Is it 

available under two different maker’s labels? Do you have unbranded cheap tools that work perfectly well for you because 

you are familiar with them and know how to sharpen them? Having resisted having several chucks I now have three, The 

Axminster Evolution, A Charnwood, and a really cheap unbranded thing I picked up at Harrogate for £25 (and £75 to modify 

to fit my lathe) Each one is useful, and although quality varies enormously each one works well, and I am not emotionally 

attached to any of them. 

Lathes are the same, The club have 9 lathes, each one different, each one useful. The only uniformity we are looking for is that 

they should be 2MT and M33 (for beginners – the holes you put the holding thingies in are the same and the thread you screw 

the big lump of a holdy thing  is the same) There are clubs that specialize in teaching and they will have the same make and 

model so that each student has the same advantage. By all means spend lots of money on a beautiful item, but it is perfectly 

possible to produce beautiful items on ugly tools and machines. I think you would be hard pushed to look at any turned item 

and know which machine or tool produced it.  
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Bowl or spindle 
  

News from Abroad 
  

News from other clubs 
    

 

Galloway Woodturners are 

not the only club in the 

region, as we know if we 

have been to the Border 

Woodturners club in 

Brampton for their Interclub 

Competition. Our friend 

Carl Burns writes their 

Newsletter and that of 

Wear Valley Woodturners. 

There is a club at Beattock 

called Beattock Guild of 

Woodturners & Woodcraft. 

Ayrshire Woodturning Club 

have come to us several 

times when we have had 

professional demonstrators. 

I sometimes post the Border 

Newsletter on our web site 

and several clubs have 

Facebook or Website 

presences. If you have 

been to a woodturning 

club while on holiday 

please share your 

experience and any tips 

you picked up when there. 

A couple of years ago I 

visited 

http://www.winecountrywo

odturners.org/ 

The ‘Woodturner’ 

magazine that some of us 

subscribe to has a number 

of contributors, and not all 

of them are British, there is 

a strong USA input (just as 

the USA clubs love to have 

a UK input) A couple of us 

also subscribe to the AAW 

(American Association of 

Woodturners) who have an 

electronic version of their 

magazine and loads of 

other pdf files videos and 

tips. Then there is our 

favourite source of 

knowledge – Youtube. 

There are a few German 

you tube videos I like, but 

the language should be no 

problem if you look for 

Thomas Haeckel, as not a 

word is spoken.  Martin 

Adomat (HolzWerken TV) 

however does talk, but you 

can work it out just from the 

visuals. Inspiration, or 

plagiarism can be got from 

https://www.erzgebirgskuns

t-drechsel.de/  and others. 

Like most clubs our 

members are split into just 

two camps, either bowl 

turners or spindle turners. 

Purists will turn a piece of 

wood into an item, maybe 

with some wax or oil. On 

our Turning Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays our members 

will work away on items 

and rarely will you see any 

piercing, carving, colouring 

or assembly of several 

pieces, chiefly because of 

time constraints and partly 

because of specialized or 

personal equipment 

needed. Some of us 

produce very interesting 

and complex pieces at 

home and we see some of 

them at the monthly 

competitions. Professional 

demonstrators show us 

some of those additional 

processes, and the 

Masterclasses often give us 

the opportunity to learn 

some of those processes, so 

if you have the ability to 

take up a Masterclass I 

would encourage you to 

do so.  

 

 

http://www.winecountrywoodturners.org/
http://www.winecountrywoodturners.org/
https://www.erzgebirgskunst-drechsel.de/
https://www.erzgebirgskunst-drechsel.de/
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Teaching and courses 

 

   

 

 

Dust – lungs and airways 

 

   

All teaching and courses, 

professional demonstrators 

and Masterclasses are 

cancelled at the moment, 

but as soon as we start 

again I will restart the 

Beginner’s Course, and 

start the second Beginner’s 

Course as soon as I can 

after that. Roger can 

continue with his one-to-

one courses at his 

workshop, and there will be 

a Pinar Horn workshop on a 

Saturday in the Autumn. 

As professional 

Woodturners are often 

booked two years in 

advance we aim to honour 

the bookings for 2021 and 

reschedule the ones that 

did not take place this 

year.   

As previously mentioned 

there is good stuff on the 

internet, and in particular I 

would recommend the 

Axminster Youtube and 

Facebook videos. Like all 

Youtube videos there is 

good and bad. If you 

watch enough you will start 

to work out the ones worth 

emulating, and learn to 

avoid the ones that will 

send you for medical 

treatment or the shops to 

replace what you broke.  

There has been a lot of 

discussion recently about 

facemasks and how to 

protect our lungs and 

airways. Some of don’t use 

anything when turning, 

others use dust masks and 

other use powered 

respirators specifically for 

woodturning. Facemasks 

come in different shapes 

and sizes, and with different 

qualities. It is the invisible 

dust that is the most 

dangerous, and historically 

many woodworkers 

contracted nose, throat or 

lung cancer through this 

fine dust. First line of 

defense is to extract dust at 

source, or not to make dust 

at all. Second line of 

defense is to wear a face 

mask that covers mouth 

and nose. The dust filtration 

standard should be at least 

P2, and P3 is you can. They 

should fit well and make a 

tight seal against the skin. 

Beards or stubble will mean 

that contaminated air can 

get between skin and 

mask, and a powered 

respirator is the only answer 

(other than shaving/ 

waxing/ meths burner) 

The finest dust comes from 

the finest abrasives and this 

is where you should start to 

use products like Yorkshire 

Grit, sanding pastes 

(sometimes called butters) 

or water with a little citrus 

degreaser added.  You 

could always turn green 

wood – no dust there! 

https://knowledge.axminster.co.uk/ 

 

“Only protect the lungs 

you want to keep.” 

 

https://knowledge.axminster.co.uk/
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Next issue 
   

About Galloway Woodturners 
   

Galloway Woodturners is a club for 

woodturners in Dumfries and 

Galloway. 

Established in 2007, the club is open 

to anyone interested in woodturning: 

male or female, young or not-so-

young, experienced or complete 

beginners; or anyone who is just 

interested in finding out more about 

woodturning. 

We meet at our workshop on 

the Abercromby Road Industrial 

Park in Castle Douglas. 

The next issue will come out 

sometime next month and I 

would very much appreciate 

some input from members. As 

there will be no news coming 

from the workshop for a while 

yet, the news will come from your 

own workshops. Yes, you can 

also post things on our web site, 

or Facebook, but there is still the 

possibility of writing something 

with a pen on paper and 

sending it to me, or writing 

something on an email. Tell us 

what you are making, what 

worked, what didn’t and what 

you saw on the TV or internet, or 

even what you heard on the 

radio. Books still exist and are an 

excellent source of learning and 

inspiration. 1/3 of my bookshelves 

are covered in woodturning 

books, or bits I have cut out of  

magazines. So let’s have your 

tuppence worth. 

Also if you have a craving to 

produce the next newsletter 

then that can be arranged.  

Professional turners are 

rarely full time turners who 

make a living from 

demonstrating and turning,. 

Most also produce turning 

for sale, either bespoke of 

production turning large 

batches of items. Some are 

teachers at schools or 

college, some are 

salesmen/women for tool 

and machine shops. Some 

are lorry drivers or another 

non-wood related 

occupations. Although we 

pay serious money to our 

demonstrators (and usually 

break even or make a small 

loss) the turner is away from 

home sometimes for weeks 

at a time, have travel and 

accommodation expenses, 

investment in tools and 

materials and other 

expenses that often mean 

their overall income is 

barely living wage. They do 

it because they have a skill 

that they love to share, so 

please respect their efforts 

and support them by 

attending their demos and 

masterclasses. 

 

http://goo.gl/maps/ZIAWO
http://goo.gl/maps/ZIAWO
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Galloway Woodturners 

Abercromby Road 

Industrial Park 

Abercromby Road (A713) 

Castle Douglas, DG7 1LH 

 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

http://gallowaywoodturners.co.uk/ 
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